UNDERSTANDING
DIFFERENT JEWISH
DENOMINATIONS

What do all of these different kinds of Judaism look like?

This is intended to be a very simplified guide to the basics and does not
by any means encompass the intricacies of these traditions. There are
also many more denominations present in American Jewish life than
what are represented here and within each of these denomination there
is a wide range of practices and identities as Jews.

REFORM

prioritization of Jewish ethics
over Jewish law

focus on social justice

adapting Judaism to modern
realities and sensibilities
emphasis on personal, informed
choice and finding your own path
and practice

For more information, visit:
urj.org or reformjudaism.org

RECONSTRUCTIONIST

 created based on the thinking
of Mordecai Kaplan

MODERN
ORTHODOX

e adhere to traditional

view ism volving an - i
» view Judaism as evolving and as understandings of Jewish law

more than law and ritual e balance traditional Jewish

» emphasis on Jewish culture observances with modernity

e progressive
e focus on innovation

« focus on community
o fully integrated into modern
society

For more information, visit: For more information, visit:

reconstructingjudaism.org ou.org

ULTRA-ORTHODOX

also known as Haredi Jews broad
category encompassing many
smaller communities with a range
of beliefs and practices view of
View Torah as absolute and the
source of all answers to how to
live one's life

emphasis on scholarship and

learning
generally insular communities

ADDITIONAL
INFORMATION

HUMANIST

e human-centered philosophy with
less focus on God

» emphasis on rational thinking and
connection to community/culture

» appeals to self-identified cultural

and/or secular Jews
For more information, visit:

shj.org

Many of these denominations have
governing organizations that oversee
congregations as well as additional arms
of the movement like:

 youth groups

 social justice organizations

« seminaries that train rabbis


Sarah Wiethe
Underline


JEWISH

Understanding the
Jewish Calendar

THE BASICS
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the Jewish calendar is based

off of the moon which means ¢ ‘ ®

that days (and holidays) are ®

counted from sundown to ° ‘
sunrise

b A the secular (Gregorian) calendar which is

+ based on the sun is on average 11 days

» longer than the Jewish lunar calendar

which is why Jewish holidays fall on a
different (secular) day every year

there are either 12 or 13 months in
the Jewish calendar (depending if its
a leap year): Tishrei, Cheshvan,
Kislev, Tevet, Shevat, Adar, Nissan,
lyar, Sivan, Tammuz, Av, Elul

Monday) and the weekend days are
Friday/Saturday

& 4
a week in Jewish time is centered 4
around Shabbat - in Israel, Sunday is
the first day of the week (instead of u A
%
MR 8

FUN FACT

you will often hear people say that the Jewish holidays

are early or late this year - they're never on time!
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WHAT IS KOSHER?

THE TERMS:
Keeping Kosher: eating in accordance w/Jewish law

Kashrut: Jewish law dealing with what foods can
and cannot be eaten & how they should be prepared
Trief: a food that is not kosher (usually refers to shellfish
and pork)

Kosher Style: no foods that are explicitly not Kosher
(trief) and no mixing of milk and meat within the same
dish but the food is not specifically certified kosher
Pareve: food that is not in the category of milk or meat
(ex: fish, eggs, non-dairy creamer etc.)

THE BASICS:
e no shellfish
e No pork | Il |
e NO Mixing of
milk and
meat

there are different levels of certification that
something is Kosher - you may see different symbols
on packaged foods that indicate what authority
certified that product

THINGS TO BE AWARE OF:

dishes, utensils, tables, microwaves etc. can all
become unkosher... to avoid offending anyone or
finding yoursel in an awkward situation, ask about
the kashrut policy of

* an open eating space or at a specific event:
e what food can/cannot enter this space?

is there a marking system to know what
e utensils are meat/dairy/pareve?

is this a meat or a dairy kitchen/event?







TYPICALLY IN MAY OR JUNE

Shavudf

WAYS PEOPLE

MAY CELEBRATE:

studying all night long
reading the Book of Ruth
confirming high school

students

SHAVUOT MARKS THE
COMPLETION OF A
PERIOD OF
COUNTING OF THE 7
WEEKS AFTER
PASSOVER

THE BOOK OF RUTH IS
READ ON SHAVUOT TO
HIGHLIGHT THE STORY
OF HER CONVERSION
AND HER ACT OF
CHOOSING JUDAISM

GREETINGS

there are no specific

greetings for Shavuot -
the general "chag
sameach” (happy holidays)
applies



TYPICALLY IN LATE MAY OR EARLY JUNE

WAYS PEOPLE
MAY CELEBRATE:

hosting a memorial tekes
(ceremony)

listening to somber music
moment of silence

YOU MAY SEE:
white clothing

sad, somber music
cancelation of
lighthearted activities

ISRAELI DAY OF
REMEMBRANCE

LITERALLY "DAY OF MEMORY"

NATIONAL DAY OF PUBLIC MOURNING FOR
ISRAEL'S FALLEN SOLDIERS AND VICTIMS
OF TERROR

YOM HAZIKARON
TRANSITIONS INTO YOM
HAAZTMAUT
(INDEPENDENCE DAY) AND
IN AN INSTANT, THE
ENTIRE COUNTRY SHIFTS
FROM MOURNING TO
CELEBRATING

THEMES

remembrance
mourning
loss

HAR (MOUNT) HERZL IS
THE ISRAELI MILITARY
CEMETERY WHERE
FALLEN SOLDIERS ARE
BURIED, SIMILAR TO
ARLINGTON NATIONAL
CEMETERY IN DC

GREETINGS

there are no specific

greetings for Yom
HaZikaron




TYPICALLY IN LATE MAY EARLY JUNE

INDEPENDENCE
DAY

CELEBRATED ON THE GREGORIAN
CALENDAR ON MAY 14TH

ISRAELI

COMMEMORATION OF THE FOUNDING OF
THE STATE OF ISRAEL

WAYS PEOPLE
MAY CELEBRATE:

bonfires and cookouts

listening to Israeli music

Israeli dancing

YOM HAATZMAUT IS NOT
A DAY CELEBRATED BY
EVERYONE, MANY REFER
TO THE DAY AS "AL

NAKHBA" - "THE
DISASTER" - AND
CONSIDER THIS DAY AS
ONE OF MOURNING

ISRAEL'S HIGHEST HONOR,
THE ISRAEL PRIZE FOR
ACHIEVEMENT IN CULTURE,
ARTS, SCIENCE AND
HUMANITIES IS AWARDED ON
YOM HAATZMAUT
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GREETINGS

there are no specific
greetings for Yom

Haatzmaut



HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL
DAY

REMEMBERING THE LOSS OF SIX MILLION
JEWS IN THE HOLOCAUST

THEMES

remembrance
mourning
loss

YOU MAY SEE:

sharing of stories of
Holocaust survivors
traditional Jewish music

from Eastern Europe




THE 33RD DAY OF THE
OMER

THE OMER IS THE PERIOD BETWEEN
PASSOVER AND SHAVUOT THAT IS SEMI-
MOURNFUL

ON THE 33RD DAY OF COUNTING THE
OMER THERE IS A BREAK FROM MOURNING
FOR CELEBRATION

WAYS PEOPLE

MAY CELEBRATE:
light bonfires

listen to music
plant trees
picnics

THE HEBREW WORD
FOR BONFIRE IS
MIDURAH

THE FULL PERIOD OF
COUNTING THE OMER
SPANS 49 DAYS FROM
PASSOVER TO
SHAVUOT

GREETINGS

there are no specific
greetings for Lag B'Omer -

the general "chag

sameach” (happy holidays)
applies




TYPICALLY IN LATE MARCH OR APRIL

/”wavm

WAYS PEOPLE
MAY CELEBRATE:

Passover seder(s) -
ceremony with festive meal
refraining from eating

foods that rise

DURING A PASSOVER
SEDER, 4 GLASSES OF
WINE ARE CONSUMED

PASSOVER
CELEBRATES THE
ISRAELITES' EXODUS
FROM EGYPT WHERE
THEY WERE SLAVES
UNDER PHARAOH

GREETINGS

"Happy Passover!"

"Chag sameach”



THE NEW YEAR OF THE
TREES

NAMED FOR THE DAY OF THE HEBREW
MONTH THE HOLIDAY FALLS ON - THE
1STH OF SHVAT

WAYS PEOPLE
MAY CELEBRATE:

hosting a Tu B'shvat seder

offering blessings over
different foods that come
from trees

THE 7 SPECIES OF
THE LAND OF ISRAEL
ACCORDING TO THE
TORAH ARE FIG,
DATE, BARLEY,
WHEAT, GRAPE, OLIVE
AND POMEGRANATE

FOR MANY, TU B'SHVAT
IS CONNECTED TO THE
STATE OF ISRAEL AND
THE TYPES OF TREES
THAT GROW IN THE LAND
OF ISRAEL

GREETINGS

there are no specific
greetings for Tu B'Shvat -

the general "chag

sameach" (happy holidays)
applies



MAY CELEBRATE: ] exchanging of gifts

menorahs displayed in

lighting candles on a

menorah i Windows and public

eating foods fried in oil places

EVERY NIGHT, ANOTHER
CANDLE IS LIT FROM
RIGHT TO LEFT,
CREATING MORE AND
MORE LIGHT AS THE
HOLIDAY CONTINUES

THERE IS A GREAT
DEBATE AS TO
WHETHER APPLE

SAUCE OR SOUR
THE FESTIVAL OF CREAM IS THE BEST
LIGHTS TOPPING FOR LATKAS

(POTATO PANCAKES)
CHANUKAH, HANNUKAH, HANUKA - ITS

ALL THE SAME! THEMES GREETINGS

light "Happy Hannukah!"

resilience "Chag urim sameach"
miracles




YOU MAY SEE:
dancing with the Torah

unrolling of the Torah

THE FESTIVAL OF
REJOICING IN THE
TORAH

CELEBRATING THE COMPLETION OF THE
YEARLY TORAH READING CYCLE THEMES
celebration

learning
commitment




TYPICALLY IN LATE SEPTEMBER, OCTOBER OR EARLY WAYS PEOPLE

NOVEMBER
MAY CELEBRATE:
building a sukkah (type of

hut or open structure)

inviting others to your

sukkah

THE LULAV IS MADE
OF MULTIPLE KINDS
\ OF BRANCHES AND IS

(Y. SHAKEN IN ALL
‘\\\ DIRECTIONS TO
é REPRESENT THAT GOD
‘YL‘W IS EVERYWHERE

THE ETROG IS A KIND
OF CITRUS FRUIT;

IT HAS AN
IMPORTANT TIP
CALLED A "PITOM"
THAT CAN'T BE
BROKEN

GREETINGS

there are no specific
greetings for Sukkot - the
general "chag sameach”

(happy holidays) applies







MAY CELEBRATE: § \alking to synagogue

worshipping at synagogue

pomegranates (symbol of

| di
B N Rosh Hashanah themes)

observing either 1 or 2
days

APPLES AND HONEY
ARE EATEN TO
SYMBOLIZE A
SWEET NEW YEAR

SHOFAR: A RAM'S
HORN IS BLOWN
LIKE A TRUMPET,

INTENDED TO
THE JEWISH NEW YEAR AWAKEN OUR

LITERALLY "HEAD OF THE YEAR" SOULS

PART OF THE HIGH HOLY DAYS (HHD) THEMES GREETINGS

SOMETIMES ABBREVIATED TO RH renewal "Shana Tova"

celebration "Happy New Year"

creation

"May you be inscribed in
preparing for judgement the book of life"
repentance




EVERY WEEK!

WAYS PEOPLE
MAY CELEBRATE:
going to synagogue
resting and not working
studying Jewish texts

YOU MAY SEE:

large communal meals
more time with family

people wearing a talit
(prayer shawl)

THE DAY OF REST

CELEBRATED EVERY FRIDAY NIGHT TO
SATURDAY NIGHT

ALSO KNOWN AS "SHABBOS" OR "THE
SABBATH"

AT THE END OF SHABBAT
ON SATURDAY NIGHT,
THERE IS A HAVDALLAH
CEREMONY TO MARK THE
TRANSITION FROM
SHABBAT INTO THE REST
OF THE WEEK

THEMES

rest
creation

celebration

AS SHABBAT BEGINS,
THERE ARE BLESSINGS
OFFERED OVER THE
CANDLES, WINE AND
CHALLAH BREAD

GREETINGS
"Shabbat Shalom"
"Good Shabbos"
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THE JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS IN CINCINNATI CAN BE DIVIDED INTO THE FOLLOW CATEGORIES




JCC - JFS - BARBASH CENTER - JVS CAREER SERVICES - JCGC
- HALOM HOUSE - CEDAR VILLAGE
- SAFE CINCINNATI - SHARED BUSINESS SERVICES -AGEWELL




JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER

MAYERSON JCC
of Cincinnati




JEWISH FAMILY SERVICE

). G jewish family service
Qo CINCINNATI




BARBASH FAMILY VITAL SUPPORT GENTER

). G jewish family service
Qo CINCINNATI




STARPOINT HOME CARE

Home Care




I
WV

N S Jobs
: J V Vision

CAREERS | Success




JEWISH CEMETERIES OF GREATER CINCINNATI

Jewish Cemeteries

of Greater Cincinnati 3







GEDAR VILLAGE

Cedar Village Foundation
Life begins at Cedar Village.




SAFE GINGINNATI

e
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SHARE

BUSINESS SERVICES

STRENGTH IN NUMBERS







JEWISH
EDUCATION

ROCKWERN ACADEMY - CINCINNATI HEBREW DAY SCHOOL -
OHR TORAH - ATARA GIRLS SCHOOL - HILLEL- CAMP
LIVINGSTON- HOLOCAUST AND HUMANITY CENTER - HUC - AJA




ROCKWERN ACGADEMY

=7\
Rockwern L
Academy = /‘

/\-




CINGINNATI HEBREW DAY SCHOOL

¥

BHEBREW D AY{SHR

School

Samuel & Rachel Boymel Campus

Cincinnati i




OHR TORAH CINCINNATI




ATARA GIRLS SCHOOL

Girls High School r
1 101A%

A dmasion of Cinoaneat Hebrew Deay Sl







GCAMP LIVINGSTON

B
Livingsksn




HOLOCAUST AND HUMANITY CENTER

Nancy & David Wolf

HOLOCAUST
& HUMANITY




V4

HEBREW
UNION
COLLEGE
JEWISH
INSTITUTE
OF RELIGION
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AMERICAN |EWISH

ARCHIVES
& 88 & 4 8a

THE JACOB RADER MARCUS CENTER OF THE
N AMERICAN JEWISH ARCHIVES




LOCGAL
CONGREGATIONS

CONGREGATION BETH ADAM - ROCKDALE TEMPLE - WISE TEMPLE - VALLEY
TEMPLE - TEMPLE SHOLOM - ADATH ISRAEL CONGREGATION - NORTHERN HILLS
SYNAGOGUE - BETH ISRAEL CONGREGATION - CONGREGATION ETZ CHAIM:
CONGREGATION ZICHRON ELIEZER - GOLF MANOR SYNAGOGUE -
CONGREGATION SHAAREI TORAH




CONGREGATION BETH ADAM




ROCKDALE TEMPLE

- Rockdale Temple

KK. Bene lsrael




ISAAC M. WISE TEMPLE

A Wise Temple

NN N PP




VALLEY TEMPLE




TEMPLE SHOLOM

- & enesiion




ADATH ISRAEL CONGREGATION

pﬁ\dath Israel
Congregation




NORTHERN HILLS SYNAGOGUE

Northern Hills Synagogue




BETH ISRAEL CONGREGATION

Beth Israel Congregation
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CONGREGATION ZICHRON ELIEZER

‘( . (]ONGREGAT_ION
é- Zichron Eliezer
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GOLF MANOR SYNAGOGUE

K,

""or S‘J“z\




GONGREGATION SHAAREI TORAN
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COMMUNITY
FUNDERS

JEWISH FEDERATION OF CINCINNATI - THE JEWISH FOUNDATION OF
CINCINNATI




JEWISH FEDERATION OF GINGINNATI

FEDERATION
CINCINNATI

) / ~/ JEWISH
v_




THE JEWISH FOUNDATION OF CINCINNATI

F'S... The
ﬁ Jewish Foundation
of Cincinnati




LOGAL CHAPTERS
OF NATIONAL
ORGANIZATIONS

JNF- HADASSAH - AJC - CHABAD JEWISH CENTER - THE JEWISH DISCOVERY
CENTER - KOLLEL - JEWISH COMMUNITY RELATIONS COUNCIL




JEWISH NATIONAL FUND

” JEWISH
NATIONAL
FUND

Youwr Veice in Jirael




HADASSAH CINCINNATI GHAPTER

HADASSAHIH B
the power
of women .

who DO




AMERIGAN JEWISH GCOMMITTEE




CHABAD JEWISH GENTER - BLUE ASH

N\ 4
Chabad

Jewish Center




JEWISH DISCOVERY GENTER

<

JEWISHDISCOVERYCENTER




Cincinnati
Community Kollel




JEWISH COMMUNITY RELATIONS COUNCIL

) Jewish Community
\ / Relations Council






